
DECEMBER 29, 2024 
 

 THE LORD’S DAY 

 
10:00 AM Sunday School 
10:35 AM Congregational Prayer 

11:00 AM Morning Service  

 — PRELUDE — 

Announcements 

Call to Worship  

*Hymn #119 “O Lord, How Shall I Meet Thee” 
ST. THEODULPH 

*Prayer of Invocation  

Offertory “See Amid the Winter’s Snow” 
See, amid the winter's snow,  
Born for us on earth below, 

See the tender Lamb appears,  
Promised from eternal years. 

 
Hail, thou ever blessed morn!  

Hail, redemption's happy dawn! 
Sing through all Jerusalem,  
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

 
Lo, within a manger lies  

He who built the starry skies: 
He who, throned in height sublime,  

Sits amid the cherubim. 

Scripture Reading Psalm 119:1-24 

Pastoral Prayer 

*Hymn #154 “As with Gladness Men of Old” 
DIX 

 

Sermon “Our Bible Reading in 2025” 
The Holy Scripture is the only sufficient, certain, and infallible rule of all 
saving knowledge, faith, and obedience, although the light of nature, and the 
works of creation and providence do so far manifest the goodness, wisdom, 
and power of God, as to leave men inexcusable; yet are they not sufficient to 
give that knowledge of God and his will which is necessary unto salvation. 
Therefore it pleased the Lord at sundry times and in divers manners to re-
veal himself, and to declare that his will unto his church; and afterward for 
the better preserving and propagating of the truth, and for the more sure 

establishment and comfort of the church against the corruption of the flesh, 
and the malice of Satan, and of the world, to commit the same wholly unto 
writing; which maketh the Holy Scriptures to be most necessary, those for-
mer ways of God’s revealing his will unto his people being now ceased. 
 
The authority of the Holy Scripture, for which it ought to be believed, de-
pendeth not upon the testimony of any man or church, but wholly upon 
God (who is truth itself), the author thereof; therefore it is to be received 
because it is the Word of God. 
 
We may be moved and induced by the testimony of the church of God to an 
high and reverent esteem of the Holy Scriptures; and the heavenliness of the 
matter, the efficacy of the doctrine, and the majesty of the style, the consent 
of all the parts, the scope of the whole (which is to give all glory to God), 
the full discovery it makes of the only way of man’s salvation, and many 
other incomparable excellencies, and entire perfections thereof, are argu-
ments whereby it doth abundantly evidence itself to be the Word of God; 
yet notwithstanding, our full persuasion and assurance of the infallible truth, 
and divine authority thereof, is from the inward work of the Holy Spirit 
bearing witness by and with the Word in our hearts. 
 
The whole counsel of God concerning all things necessary for his own glory, 
man’s salvation, faith and life, is either expressly set down or necessarily 
contained in the Holy Scripture: unto which nothing at any time is to be 
added, whether by new revelation of the Spirit, or traditions of men. Never-
theless, we acknowledge the inward illumination of the Spirit of God to be 
necessary for the saving understanding of such things as are revealed in the 
Word, and that there are some circumstances concerning the worship of 
God, and government of the church, common to human actions and socie-
ties, which are to be ordered by the light of nature and Christian prudence, 
according to the general rules of the Word, which are always to be observed. 
 

London Baptist Confession of Faith of 1689, Chapter I 
“Of the Holy Scriptures,” Sections 1, 4-6 

Benediction 

— POSTLUDE— 
  

6:00 PM Evening Service  

— PRELUDE — 

*Hymn #160 “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” 
GOD REST YOU MERRY 

*Prayer of Invocation 

Hymn #158 “See Amid the Winter’s Snow” 
SEE AMID THE WINTER’S SNOW 

Scripture Reading I Corinthians 1:10-31 

Announcements 

Offertory “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here, 

Until the Son of God appear. 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free 
Thine own from Satan's tyranny; 

From depths of hell thy people save, 
And give them victory o'er the grave. 

 
O come, thou Dayspring from on high 

And cheer us by thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. 
 

O come, thou Key of David, come 
And open wide our heav'nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery.  

*Supplement Hymn #46 “At the Birth of Christ Our King” 
ST. BEES 

Sermon “Why God Calls the Weak” 

Those whom God hath predestinated unto life, he is pleased in his appoint-
ed, and accepted time, effectually to call, by his Word and Spirit, out of that 
state of sin and death in which they are by nature, to grace and salvation by 
Jesus Christ; enlightening their minds spiritually and savingly to understand 
the things of God; taking away their heart of stone, and giving unto them a 
heart of flesh; renewing their wills, and by his almighty power determining 
them to that which is good, and effectually drawing them to Jesus Christ; yet 
so as they come most freely, being made willing by his grace. 
 
This effectual call is of God’s free and special grace alone, not from anything 
at all foreseen in man, nor from any power or agency in the creature, being 
wholly passive therein, being dead in sins and trespasses, until being quick-
ened and renewed by the Holy Spirit; he is thereby enabled to answer this 
call, and to embrace the grace offered and conveyed in it, and that by no less 
power than that which raised up Christ from the dead. 
 

London Baptist Confession of Faith of 1689, Chapter X 
“Of Effectual Calling,” Sections 1-2 

Benediction 

— POSTLUDE— 
 

*congregation standing 


